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To decipher

with Graphic Design
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To discover a problem and communi-
cate its solution through my designs
is my talent. I make sense of what is
hidden or missing and gravitate
towards a solution, diverging and
converging to the end.
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The purpose of this project was to identify 

a problem in the world that I also had a deep 

personal connection to. After an in depth 

brainstorming process, the topic that I came 

up with is the issue of multiple and misleading 

health claims/terms on most food labels. 

Many people buy these products and are 

unsure of their true meaning. Words such as 

‘Natural’, ‘Organic’, ‘Free-Range’, etc. sound 

good but what do they really mean, and who 

regulates these terms? 

Objective_

01.
Project_

Year_

LABEL WISE

2016

Goal_

This project dives deep into these terms and 

their meanings and communicates these 

through the project’s multiple deliverables, 

which includes a set of three posters, a 

printed guide, a website, and an app. This 

will help people to shop better for groceries 

and feel good about the purchases that they 

make for themselves and their families.

“Consumers have to understand that 
the purpose of these claims is 
to get them to buy the product.”

Marion Nestle, Ph.D, M.P.H. 

Paulette Goddard Professor of Nutrition, Food 

Studies, and Public Health at New York University

Category_

Keywords_

Project Type_

Deliverables_

UX/UI DESIGN, SYSTEM, LAYOUT 

DESIGN, IDENTITY

CLARITY & SIMPLICITY, 

ENLIGHTEN, UNVEIL

BRANDING, VISUAL SYSTEM, 

FOOD & BEVERAGE

POSTER SERIES, LOGO, LABEL 

GUIDE, WEBSITE, APP

.
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The Logo_

The concept of the project was to enlighten 

consumers by uncovering and illuminating the 

real information about food labels that they 

need to see. I decided to focus on the idea 

of a magnifying glass, since this emphasizes 

that my project is about bringing to light and 

magnifying misleading information.
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Posters in the Environment_

The posters are 2ft x 3ft and are meant to be 

placed on or near grocery stores. This includes 

in grocery store parking lots, store entrances, 

and even inside the grocery store. If people 

see the posters before they go grocery shop-

ping then it will get them thinking about claims 

on labels and they might download the app for 

use while they are grocery shopping.
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Health Food Label Guide_

This printed guide is meant to accompany 

the app and the website, and is for people 

to use in their kitchens. It lays out the most 

commonly used health claims and common 

misconceptions people encounter on their 

labels so that they can quickly look up a term 

and decipher its meaning.
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Website_

Creating the website for this project was 

important since it is a good resource for users 

to fi nd out more information about Label Wise. 

In the website, people can understand the 

different farming practices, the latest news 

about this topic, view graphs about popular 

label claims, and search for label meanings.
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Website In Use_

The website clarifi es common label claims 

that are often intentionally misleading. For 

example, the word ‘Organic’ is often used 

but has diff erent meanings depending on the 

context in which it’s used.
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Mobile App_

The app is a great resource for people to have 

while grocery shopping. They can quickly look 

up claims they wish to know the meanings. 

The app gives them on-the-spot information 

about the truth of the claim. This helps con-

sumers to shop with confi dence and feel 

good about their purchases.

-OR- view entire label list

Enter claim

Your bookmarked labels

SEARCH FOR 
MEANINGS 
OF LABELS

Understand 

Health Food 

Claims

Learn About 

Certifications

Be Aware of 

Unregulated 

Terms

MAKE 
FOOD 
LABELS 
TRANSPARENT

Portfolio 01  02  03  04  05LABEL WISE SYSTEM DESIGN

23

Andrea Powell

22



Search again

0 TRANS FAT

Does not mean the item con-
tains no trans fat, it could legally 
contain 0.5 grams per serving. 
Check ingredient list to be sure.

! LABEL IS REGULATED 
BUT NOT RELIABLE, 
AND MISLEADING

BOOKMARK 
CLAIM

Search unregulated 

NATURAL/ALL 
NATURAL

No legal definition and not regu-
lated. Producers use this term 
with a lot of leeway. Ingredients 
such as high fructose corn syrup 
can be classified as natural 
since it is a corn derived item.

! NOT REGULATED AND 
POSSIBLY 
MISLEADING

BOOKMARK 
CLAIM

Search again

0 TRANS FAT

Does not mean the item con-
tains no trans fat, it could legally 
contain 0.5 grams per serving. 
Check ingredient list to be sure.

! LABEL IS REGULATED 
BUT NOT RELIABLE, 
AND MISLEADING

BOOKMARK 
CLAIM

SEARCH FOR 
LABELS

SEARCH FOR 
TRUSTED SEALS

SEARCH 
UNREGULATED

BOOKMARKED

m con-
ould legally

serving. 
o be sure.

EGULATED
ELIABLE, 
ADING

BOOKMARK
CLAIM

Search certifications

Natural/All Natural

Cage Free

Free Range

Pasture Raised

Grain Fed

Grass-Fed

Vegetarian Fed Only

Pesticide Free

No Chemicals Added

No Antibiotics

CLAIMS NOT REGULATED RELIABLE CERTIFICATIONS

Farms receive surprise inspections
at least once a year to verify:
• Social and Environmental 

Management System
• Ecosystem Conservation
• Wildlife Protection
• Water Resource Conservation
• Fair Treatment and Good 

Working Conditions for Workers
• Occupational Health and Safety
• Good Community Relations
• Integrated Crop Management
• Soil Management and 

Conservation
• Complete, Integrated Waste 

Management

RAINFOREST 
ALLIANCE CERTIFIED

BOOKMARK 
CERTIFICATION

TRUSTED 
SEALS 
What you can do to have a successful 
grocery store trip. Certifications to 
trust and their benefits.

Let’s get started Find out more

-OR- view entire unregulated list

CLAIMS NOT 
REGULATED
Find out what which labels could 
be deceitful and  become a well 
informed shopper.
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E In this project I created a website based on a 

personal opinion, and to express it primarily 

with type. My opinion is that high school stu-

dents need more guidance before they make 

decisions about college, a career, or a major. 

I believe they make decisions based on peer/

family infl uence and misguided assumption, 

rather than true knowledge of their own per-

sonal talents and interests.

Objective_

02.
Project_

Year_

DREAM GUIDANCE

2016

Goal_

Overall, I wanted to convey my message 

through the concept of dream understanding 

and showing high school students the impor-

tance of dreams. If you can understand your 

dreams, then you can truly know yourself 

because your dreams are your inner conscious-

ness trying to tell you something.

Category_

Keywords_

Project Type_

Deliverables_

UX/UI DESIGN

DIRECTIONAL, INSIGHTFUL, 

INSPIRE, DREAM-LIKE, CALM

WEBSITE, SYSTEM

WEBSITE WITH 20+ PAGES

“The vast majority of them have no 
idea what they really want to do 
when they grow up. Even the ones 
who claim that they do, how can 
you know? If you’re 16, 17, 18, you 
know so little of the world.”

Beth Heaton

Senior director of educational consulting at 

College Coach, an advising fi rm. Former regional 

director of admissions for the University of 

Pennsylvania
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DIRECTIONAL

INSIGHTFUL

INSPIRE

DREAM-LIKE

CALM

Inspiration Board of Found Images_



SCROLLING HOMEPAGE

Floating words

Slowly illuminated title

Changing image

Links to the next page

Website_

The website was constructed around the con-

cept of dream guidance, while keeping my 

inspiration board and an audience of teenagers 

in mind. The website was designed in a linear 

manner so that the user could work through 

it and learn something new at each step.
COLLEGE

TRADITIONAL

INFLUENCED

HARD

MIXED

ASSUMED

RUSHED

EXPECTED

MISUNDERSTOOD

CAREER

NO TIME

NARROW
OVERLOOKED

MAJOR

WHAT CHOICE

NARROW

HARD

NO TIME

OVERLOOKED

COLLEGE

TRADITIONAL

INFLUENCED

HARD

MIXED

ASSUMED

RUSHED

EXPECTED

MISUNDERSTOOD

CAREER

NO TIME

NARROW

OVERLOOKED MAJOR

HAT CHOICEW

NARROW

HARD

NO TIME

OVERLOOKED
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Objective_

03.
Project_

Year_

SUSPENDED TYPE

2016

Goal_

Category_

Keywords_

Project Type_

Deliverables_

TYPE CONSTRUCTION

STURDY, AIRY, UNEXPECTED, OPEN, 

LIGHT, NEAT

POSTER SERIES

CONSTRUCTED TYPE, 3 POSTERS

D
“The good building is not one that 
hurts the landscape, but one which 
makes the landscape more beautiful 
than it was before the building 
was built.”

Frank Lloyd Wright

Architect

This project was about construction of my own 

letterforms, using materials and methods of 

my choice, based on a certain theme of archi-

tecture. The area of architecture that I chose 

to focus on was Suspended Architecture, and 

my three sub categories were suspension from 

above (cables), suspension from below (stilts), 

and suspension from one side (a protrusion). 

Each sub category in the architecture theme 

was portrayed in a poster and advertised a 

Suspended Architecture Conference.

My goal overall was to showcase suspended 

architecture through the constructed type, 

and to highlight the conference, which focused 

on architecture.
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STURDY

AIRY

UNEXPECTED

OPEN

LIGHT

NEAT

Inspiration Board of Found Images_



Lift_

Suspension from above. Each letterform was 

constructed by me, and photographed by me. 

The materials I used to make ‘LIFT’ included, 

matte paper, poplar wood, and string.
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Rise_

Suspension from below. The word ‘RISE 

was constructed from thick matte paper, 

polystyrene, and balsam wood sticks.
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Grow_

Suspension from the side. This word expands 

and grows out of the side of buildings, it is 

made from thick matte paper, wooden veneer, 

and foam board.
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Objective_

04.
Project_

Year_

REI STEWARDSHIP REPORT

2015

Goal_

Category_

Keywords_

Project Type_

Deliverable_

TYPE SYSTEM

ADVENTUROUS, EFFICIENT, 

PORTABLE, DURABLE

BOOK DESIGN

BOUND CSR REPORT

“We believe an outdoor life is a life 
well lived. That single, simple idea 
unites our community, no matter 
where you are from or what your 
political beliefs are.”

Jerry Stritzke

REI President and CEO

In this project I chose a Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) report, and redesigned it. 

The purpose was to highlight the company’s 

sustainability efforts and create a concept 

that relates to the company. The company 

that I chose was REI and I redesigned their 

Stewardship report.

My goal overall was to produce a report that 

emphasized the outdoors and showcased 

REI’s relationship with the environment. I did 

this through my hiking concept, which can be 

seen throughout the report, and gave it 

a look and feel of being outside and even 

getting a little muddy.
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CSR_

The REI Stewardship report showcases their 

sustainability eff orts. REI also puts an empha-

sis on spending time outdoors, hiking in 

particular, and this idea was carried through-

out the entire report.
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Objective_

05.
Project_

Year_

FINEX PRODUCTS

2015

Goal_

Category_

Keywords_

Project Type_

Deliverables_

VISUAL SYSTEM, UX/UI

TECHNICAL, SLEEK, INFORMATIVE, 

TRUSTED

WEB DESIGN, SYSTEM, LAYOUT 

DESIGN

POSTER SERIES, USAGE REPORT, 

WEBSITE

“Imagine a city where graffi  ti and 
street art wasn’t illegal, a city where 
everybody could draw wherever they 
liked. Where every street was awash 
with a million colours and little 
phrases. Imagine a city like that and 
stop leaning against the wall—it’s wet.”

Banksy

Spray paint artist

For this project I found a poorly designed sign, 

a fl yer on a bulletin board that was selling a 

used spray paint gun. This sign included vari-

ous information levels, such as, the price, 

name and contact information, how many 

times it was used, the exact type of spray 

paint gun, and brand. This information was 

able to be transformed into a well-designed 

system with multiple deliverables.

My goal overall was to sell the product. This 

was done through showcasing the condition 

of the product, while also showing its multi-

ple capabilities as a spray paint gun. I was 

able to do this by creating an interactive 

website to illustrate its features, and creat-

ing a usage report to prove that it was in 

good condition for being a used product.
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Usage Report_

The Usage Report describes what happened 

each time the spray paint gun was used. It 

walks through the entire project that the stu-

dent used it for, and is even instructional to 

anyone interested in using the spray paint gun.
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Change in Medium_

An opaque paper was used in the Usage 

Report. This allowed me to highlight import-

ant features of the report in a technical 

manner, such as, the table of contents and 

the contact information (page 83).
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finexproduct.com

Website_

The website allows viewers to learn about 

each feature of the spray paint gun, and there 

are tutorials on how to use it.

FINEX PRODUCTS SYSTEM DESIGN Portfolio 01  02  03  04  05

85

Andrea Powell

84



FINEX PRODUCTS SYSTEM DESIGN Portfolio 01  02  03  04  05

87

Andrea Powell

86



FINEX PRODUCTS SYSTEM DESIGN Portfolio 01  02  03  04  05

89

Andrea Powell

88



T H

A

Y

U

KN

O

.

.

Website_

Email_

apoapowell.ddesie gn

andrereaapowpo ell3@g@gmail.comom
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